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Selecting an Optimal Branch and 

Merge Strategy

René van Osnabrugge

Even voorstellen

Å René van Osnabrugge

Å E: renevo@delta-n.nl

Å T: @renevo

Å Trainer/SprekerTeam System 

Å Lead Developer
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Agenda

ÅConcepts & Definitions

ÅQuestions/Discussion

1. No Source Control 2. Basic Source Control 3. Source Control with 
Release branches

4. Source Control with 
Advanced Branching

Maturity levels
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No Source Control

ALWAYS USE SOURCE CONTROL!
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Why use Source Control ?

ÅSafeguarding intellectual property

ÅImprove communication among team

ÅClear responsibilities and accountabilities

ÅTraceability and reproducibility

ÅRollback scenarios

FEATURES OF TFS VERSION CONTROL
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Basic Source Control

V1.0

Production
V1.0 Hotfix 1 V1.1

MAIN

CHALLENGES IN BASIC SOURCE CONTROL
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PAUSE

Basic Source Control

V1.0

Production
V1.0 Hotfix 1 V1.1

MAIN



DotNed meeting 23-6-2010

7

Basic Branch strategy
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ANTICIPATE ON A BRANCHING STRATEGY!
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Problematic Prepared for future 

Why branch?

ÅIsolate code branches to support:

ïOngoing development

ïRelease Strategy

ïMultiple teams

ïHotfixes/Service Packs

ïFeature Driven Development
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òSAVE YOUR CREATIVITY FOR YOUR 

PRODUCTê..NOT THE BRANCH PLANó

Source: VS 2010 Branching Guidance

Basic Branch strategy
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USING THE BASIC BRANCHING STRATEGY

CONSIDERATIONS


